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History 
 

A unified Thai kingdom has existed since the mid‐14th century, and Thailand was known 
as Siam until 1939 when it officially became the Kingdom of Thailand. Similar to other 
regions in Southeast Asia, Thailand was heavily influenced by the culture and religions of 
China and India. 

Aft ︎er the fall of the Khmer Empire in the 
13th century, various states thrived there as 
seen through the numerous archaeological 
sites and artifacts that are shattered 
throughout the Siamese landscape. Prior to 
the 12th century however, the first Thai or 
Siamese state is traditionally considered to 
be the Buddhist kingdom of Sukhothai, 
which was founded in 1238. 

A century later, the power of Sukhothai was 
overshadowed by the new kingdom of 
Ayudhaya, established in the mid‐14th 
century in the lower Chao Phraya River 
area. Ayudhaya became one of the most 
vibrant trading centers in Asia. European 
traders arrived in the 16th century, 
beginning with the Portuguese, followed by 
the French, Dutch and English. After the fall 
of Ayudhaya in 1767 to the Burmese, King 
Taksin the Great moved the capital of 
Thailand to Thonburi for approximately 15 
years. The current Rattanakosin era of Thai 
history began in 1782, following the 
establishment of Bangkok as capital of the 
Chakri dynasty under King Rama I. 

Despite European pressure, Thailand is the 
only Southeast Asian nation that was never 
colonized. Two main reasons for this were 
that Thailand had a long succession of very 
able rulers in the 19th century and that it 
was able to exploit the rivalry and tension 
between French Indochina and the British Empire. As a result, the country remained a 
buffer state between parts of Southeast Asia that were colonized by the two powers, 
Great Britain and France. 

 



THAILAND by Paul Xumsai, NAR Global Ambassador to Malaysia, Singapore, Thailand 
Page 4 of 11 

Geography 
 

Thailand is the world's 50th largest country in 
landmass, totaling 513,120 square kilometers  
(198,120 square miles), while it is the world's 20th 
largest country in terms of population. It  is 
located in Southeast Asia bordered by 
Myanmar (Burma), Lao People's Democratic 
Republic, Cambodia and Malaysia, and has 
2,420 kilometers of coastline on the Gulf of 
Thailand and the Andaman Sea. 

Politically, there are four geographical regions: 
Northern, Northeastern, Southern and Central, 
which differ from the others in population, basic 
resources, natural features, and level of social 
and economic development. The diversity of 
the regions is the most pronounced attribute of 
Thailand's physical setting. 

 

Demographics 
 

The population of Thailand is comprised of 
roughly 65 million citizens, the majority of whom 
are ethnically Thai, though peoples of Chinese, Indian, Malay, Mon, Khmer, Burmese, and 
Lao origin are also represented to varying degrees. Bangkok is the most concentrated 
area where approximately 7 million citizens live in the capital city. 

 

Climate 
 

The local climate is tropical and characterized by monsoons. There is a rainy, warm, and 
cloudy southwest monsoon from mid‐May to September, as well as a dry, cool northeast 
monsoon from November to mid‐March. The southern isthmus is always hot and humid. 
The average temperature is 27.6 C or 81.7 F and the average humidity is 74.4%. 

 

Economics 
 

Thailand is an emerging economy and considered as a newly industrialized country. The 
economy of Thailand is the 2nd largest in Southeast Asia. The economy of Thailand is 
reliant on exports, which ac‐ count for 60% of Thailand’s approximately US$ 200 billion 
GDP. Major exports include Thai rice, textiles and footwear, fishery products, rubber, 
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jewelry, cars, computers and electrical appliances. Thailand is the world’s no.1 exporter 
of rice. 

 

Religion 
 

Thailand is predominantly Buddhist; Muslims are the second 
largest religious group where they are dominant in the south. 

 

Language 
 

The official language of Thailand is Thai. English is a 
mandatory school subject and is spoken and understood 
throughout much of Thailand. 

 

Government 
 

Thailand is a constitutional monarchy whose current head of state is His Majesty Maha 
Vajiralongkorn, whereby an elected Prime Minister is authorized to be the head of 
government and a hereditary Thai King is head of state. The constitution of Thailand 
allows for the people of Thailand to democratically elect their leaders in the form of a 
parliament. A Judiciary, over‐ seen by the Supreme Court, was designed to act 
independently of the executive and the legislature. 

 

Culture and Heritage 
 

Thailand boasts a long and rich history, dating back not 
only over the more than 700 years of Thai sovereignty, 
but also over earlier periods of pre‐Thai civilizations, 
which helped influence the cultural development of the 
region.  

 

Thai Arts and Lifestyle 
 

The fine arts have throughout Thai History been created almost exclusively in the service 
of Buddhism, hence temples present a magnificent showcase of distinctive Thai 
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architecture, sculpture and mural painting, along with such decorative arts as 
woodcarving, inlaid lacquer and colored glass mosaic. 

In the traditional performing arts, classical Thai dance drama, along with its musical 
accompaniment, continues to be practiced, as seen at numerous cultural show staged 
in the capital and other major tourism destinations. 

Ultimately, what makes Thailand so amazing is its enduring traditional lifestyle. This is most 
readily witnessed in a surprisingly rich calendar of annual festivals and colorful and joyous 
celebrations that since earliest times have been an essential part of Thai life. 

 

Thai Currency 
 

The Thai baht is worth around 3 US cents.  

One US dollar = approximately 32 baht. 

 

Transportation 
 

Domestic air, rail and road transport in Thailand is surprisingly inexpensive. Taxi, buses, 
train, Mass Rapid Transport (MRT), and Bangkok Mass Transit System (BTS) are the major 
types of transportation. 

 

Visa Requirement 
 

All visitors entering Thailand must possess valid passports and 
required to go through clearance on arrival into Thailand. 
Travelers must provide:  

·  Passport with at least 6 months validity 

·  Valid Thai visa, is applicable, for at least 3 months 

·  Confirmed onward/return tickets 

 

Time Zone 
 

Thailand Standard time is GMT +7. Thailand does not observe daylight savings. 
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Tastes of Thailand 
 

Thai food ranks as one of the world’s great culinary arts. 
Today thousands of Thai restaurants are to be found around 
the world 

 

Thai Flag 
 

The national flag of Kingdom of Thailand since the year 2460 of the Buddhist Era has 3 
colors: The red represents the blood spilt to protect Thailand's independence and often 
more simply described as representing the nation whereas the white represents the 
religion of Buddhism, the predominant religion of the nation and the blue represents the 
monarchy of the nation, which is recognized as the center of Thai hearts. 

 

Thai Garuda Emblem 
 

The National Emblem of Thailand is the dancing Garuda with 
outstretched wings. It symbolizes government and people of 
Thailand, as Lord Vishnu symbolizes the King of Thailand. 

 

Trade and Investment 
 

The United States is Thailand's third‐largest single‐country trading partner a�er Japan 
and China according to the U.S. Commerce Department. Japan, Singapore, Hong 
Kong, the U.S., and the European Union are Thailand's largest foreign investors. 

The 1966 iteration of the treaty allows U.S. citizens and businesses incorporated in the U.S., 
or in Thailand that are majority‐owned by U.S. citizens, to engage in business on the 
same basis as Thai companies, exempting them from most of the restrictions on foreign 
investment imposed by the Foreign Business Act. Nowadays, Thailand has been a major 
destination for foreign direct investment, and hundreds of U.S. companies have 
operated there successfully. 

 

Accommodation 
 

Thailand hotels are some of the finest in the world for every type of traveler on every 
budget from five star luxury retreats to family‐run bungalows. No matter what your 
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accommodation choice is, settle for nothing less than the warmest “land of smiles” 
hospitality. 

 

Buying Real Estate in Thailand 
 

Thailand has many different types of properties to offer and what ever your dream home 
is, you can realize it here if you have all the right paperwork. Prices are a lot cheaper 
than Europe or the US but there are a few extra checks you will need to make here, as 
laws and culture will differ from your home country. 

When buying property in Thailand it is critical to use the services of an experienced real 
estate agent and attorney. The agent will help you find the “right” property and the 
attorney will insure that you are receiving a good, clear title. 

The laws allow foreigners to own residential and commercial properties by long leases up 
to 30 years. Most foreigners choose to own properties through LLCs. They can own a 
maximum of 49% of shares. However, foreigners can own 100% of condominiums in their 
name if less than 49% of condominium owners are foreign nationals. 

 

Payment of your property 
 

A deposit of 10% is usually required to secure a property and total payments should be 
made within 30 to 60 days. Deposits are normally non refundable, except by default of 
the vendor, so bear in mind that once the deposit is placed you are committed. 

This is also the same for the seller. They have to refund your deposit and pay a penalty of 
an equal amount if they de‐ fault on the contract. Deposit in escrow is still rare in 
Thailand, but it is becoming an increasingly recognized way of proceeding. It is a lot 
safer compared to having to make a claim for damages in case the seller defaults. 

It is important that a contract includes a clause to cover who will pay the legal fees, 
transfer fees and taxes as well as an understanding of the value at which the sale will be 
declared. This is normally for tax reasons. 

Buildings apart from condominiums do not have any form of title document, but their 
sale or long lease can be registered at the Amphor land office. Proof of ownership must 
be established either from proof of construction or document showing previous sale‐
purchase. 

 

Foreign Ownership of Condominium Property 
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According to Thai Law, foreigners may own 49 percent of the aggregate saleable unit 
space of a condominium building while the remaining 51 percent must be owned by 
either Thai nationals or majority owned Thai Companies. 

 

Documents Needed When Buying a Condominium: 
 

For foreigners to be eligible to purchase a condominium unit in Thailand they must 
present proof to the Department of Lands that the funds have been remitted from 
overseas in foreign currency. Without such proof, the Department of Lands will not 
register the transfer of ownership to the foreign buyer. 
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Kingdom of Thailand – Quick Facts 
 

Official Name Kingdom of Thailand 

Location Southeastern Asia 

Capital  Bangkok 

Language Thai. English is widely used in metropolitan areas. 

Government Constitutional Monarchy with Parliamentary Democracy 
Monarch‐His Majesty King Maha Vajiralongkorn (Rama X) 
Prime Minister‐Prayut Chan‐o‐cha 

Legislature National Assembly of Thailand 
Upper House‐Senate 
Lower House‐ House of Representatives 

Area 513,120 sq. km or 198,115 sq. miles 

Population 69.24 million (2018) 

Number of Provinces 76 

Climate Tropical climate; average temperature 27.6 C or 81.7 F 

Religion Buddhist‐ 94.5%, Islam ‐ 4.3%, Christianity ‐ 1.2%, Others‐ 
0.1% (2015 census) 

Time Zone GMT/UTC +7 

Currency Thai Baht (฿) THB 

Measurements Metric system with local variation 

Major industries Rice, textiles, footwear, ︎ishery products, rubber, jewelry, cars, 
computers and electrical appliances 

Driver’s Side Left 

Telephone Country Code +66 

International Airport Suvarnabhumi International Airport 

Electricity Thailand operates exclusively on 220 volt, 50 cycles AC 
Power 

 


